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Chingford has only had its own police station since 1888. Prior to that year all police were 
under the control of Waltham Abbey station house four miles to the north. Constables and 
sergeants posted to the strength of Waltham Abbey, but resident in Chingford, High 
Beech or Sewardstone, patrolled the village area.  

 
The rural area had been previously 
patrolled by members of the Metro-
politan Police ‘N' Division Horse Pa-
trol, a scarce resource that had been 
formed out of the Bow Street Horse 
Patrol in 1837. Locally men of this pa-
trol operated from Enfield and Lough-
ton. It was not until late in 1839 that 

plans were made to expand the 1829 formed Metropolitan Police to take in the new area 
with foot patrols, as part of the Enfield Highway section of the ‘N' (Islington) Division. The 
Waltham Abbey section was to have had four sergeants and 13 constables posted to it, 
but only two of these were intended for Chingford. Two of the sergeants and a constable 
were held back, partly because difficulty was experienced with finding stables locally. The 
mounted sergeants were placed at Enfield until suitable stables were found in 1852.  
 
Documents of the period show that until 1840 wrong doers in the area were taken to face 
the Justices sitting on the Bench of the Petty Sessions Court in Epping, sitting in "The 
Cock" Inn. After the police moved in during 1840 Waltham Abbey Petty Sessions was 
formed to hear cases in an area stretching from Nazeing to Chingford. The Justices ini-
tially sat in a room above the old Waltham Abbey police station, but later developments 
brought about the use of a purpose built building in the town. It was not until 1945 that a 
separate Chingford Court was started.  
 

©MPS 1985 
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Chingford was a very scattered Parish; with a population of only 1,250 by 1871, the area 
did not initially warrant its own police station. A village lock up, a rectangular building with 
tiled roof and barred windows, undertook the task of providing a temporary means of in-
carceration for locally based officers. This far from secure structure dated back to 1815, 
25 years prior to police being sent there in January 1840. It was to be demolished in 
1887.  
 
The men policing the area were 
dressed in a uniform consisting of 
blue jacket and trousers.   The coat 
was high necked, swallow tailed and 
of heavy material. In summer the 
trousers worn were white. A rein-
forced top hat was worn to reduce 
any sense of militarism. The consta-
bles were equipped with a bamboo 
truncheon, kept in the tail of the coat, 
a cutlass and a rattle. They also had 
the option of firearms. This last option 
was usually confined to the night duty 
officers as a matter of course. The 
men were literate, but usually coarse 
and fond of their drink. For pay of 
£1.1s.0d. the men worked almost 
every day of the year, twelve hours a 
day. Even off duty hours required the 
men to wear their uniform. With such 
long hours, many men were dis-
missed from the force as 'worn out' 
before they had served many years.   
In 1864 the men received new uniforms of a dark frock and trousers.   The truncheon had 
a separate holster. The following year saw the introduction of a variation of the familiar 
helmet, with its badge, or "plate". Still no pay rise, or a day off had appeared in Police Or-
ders of 31st December 1864, the Commissioner directed that the Superintendent of ‘N' 
Division, amongst others, make immediate efforts to obtain sites for new police stations at 
various sites, including Chingford and Waltham Abbey.  

Two of the three reputed images of the Chingford Lock-up are 
similar but the photograph suggests major alterations  took place 
sometime in its existence . 
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The search for new station sites was to be very protracted, and not aided by the distance 
of both stations from the Divisional Centre at Islington. Horses were the main mode of 
transport for the service at the time, but the majority of the constables were confined to 
their feet until bicycles arrived.  
 
In 1869 the police received their first pay rise since 1829 when an award of one shilling 
was made, progressively the uniform worn by the officers also changed from the top hat 
and tailed coat to a frock coat and headgear that increasingly resembled the police hel-
met.  
 
A memorandum from the Commissioner to the Receiver (financial controller) on 15th De-
cember 1874 requested a report from the surveyor on a piece of land that lay 'on the hill 
at Chingford by the railway station' Mr. Charles Alcock was offering the land for sale at 
£250. The land was stated to front the highway where the old lock up stood and had a 
side road. In January of 1875 the Commissioner stated that in his opinion the site at 
Chingford should be purchased as the police must have a station there before long. The 
heavy increase in Londoner’s visiting nearby Epping Forest was the main consideration. 
The Home Office agreed to the purchase in February 1875, and the freehold was secured 
in the June. In the meantime Waltham Abbey had seen the purchase of another site, 
which saw the erection of a new station there in 1876. A number of houses where police-
men resided took on the mantle of being police stations simply because that is where the 
police officer could be found in time of need but they were not police stations in the ac-
cepted sense.  
 
The Superintendent of ‘N' (Islington) Divi-
sion requested in a special report of April 
1880 that a police station be erected on 
the Chingford site in view of the presence 
of many London excursionists in the sum-
mer months. The police presence re-
mained much as it had been forty years 
previously. Plans were put in hand, and 
passed by the Home Office, for a house 
that would accommodate the sergeant 
and a mounted constable, one of the five 
constables in the area. The building, 
which at a cost of £1,850 was designed to 
be convertible into a police station on de-
mand did not get built.  
 
In 1880 tenders were invited from contrac-
tors willing to build a two stall stable at the 
Chingford site. Only three bid, with the 
cheapest Lathey Brothers of Battersea, 
gaining the contract at a cost of £339, but 
as the work progressed additional costs 
inevitably presented themselves.  
 
The East London Water Company, al-
ready laying a water pipeline across the 
front of the building down Kings Head Hill, 
agreed to supply water to the police site 
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for £22.10s.0d. A further expense arose when it was decided to widen the side roadway 
next to the public house at an estimated cost of £138.10s.0d. This side entrance was to 
be a feature of the police station when it was built. The new stables eventually cost 
£495.14s.0d., slightly down on the estimates. The ‘N’ Division Superintendent used part 
of the stable to house his mount on visits to inspect that part of his division, then being 
the Woodford sub-division.  
 
In May of 1882 Chingford men were present at the official opening of Epping Forest to the 
people of London by Queen Victoria. 
 
By 1871, the previously great Epping Forest had dwindled alarmingly. In that year the 
City of London started buying up sections of it, eventually obtaining 6,000 acres in all. 
The Epping Forest Act, 1878, regularised the acquisitions. The ensuing years were to 
bring many clashes between officials and the local populace. Fortunately for the officers 
at Waltham Abbey most of the trouble appears to have affected Loughton station. Offi-
cers posted into the forest beats were, however, unable to avoid the constant bickering 
over lopping - the right of the common people to take kindling wood from the forest. 
 
On Saturday May 6th. 1882, Queen Vic-
toria set her seal of approval on the fu-
ture use of the forest lands by officially 
opening the area to the common people 
of London. The arrangements for the 
visit of the Queen, including the provi-
sion of some 1,529 police, were set out 
in Police Orders of May 4th. This grand 
total equated to approximately 20% of 
the whole police force at that time. Sev-
enteen of the divisions sent men to the 
forest under the leadership of the Su-
perintendents of A, H, K and S Divi-
sions. A route stretching from Chingford 
Railway station to High Beach, by way 
of Rangers Road and Fairmead - 3½ 
miles - was lined by men at intervals of between two and twenty yards. The men of 'N' 
Division, including the locals, took the last stretch from Crossroads to the Royal Enclo-
sure entrance to Queen's Green by the ‘King's Oak’ public house. This enclosure was the 
security domain of the Westminster based 'A' Division officers.  
 
Although the majority of police employed arrived by railway with their Inspectors at, or 
before, 1pm, the Queen herself did not arrive at the Chingford railhead until 4.05pm. All 
police were attired in the best uniform - "Number 1s" - with capes carried and white 
gloves worn. All these meticulously thought out arrangements were for an event that 
barely lasted one and a half hours. The Queen arrived at Chingford, journeyed to High 
Beach with an escort that included mounted police, declared the area open and returned 
to leave on her special train to Windsor at 5.30pm.  
 
It was estimated that as many as half a million people were present in the area to see the 
monarch perform this simple task that meant such a great deal to many of them. Ten 
thousand were officially invited to the ensuing entertainment in a temporary building set 
up on Queen's Green. This, without any doubt, was the largest event to be held within 
the Waltham Abbey police station area. The Secretary of State for the Home Office 



Waltham Abbey Police Historical Collection         Chingford 

© Bryn Elliott        5 

authorised the Receiver of the Metropolitan Police to pay out one extra day's pay to each 
of the men employed upon the High Beach visit. This welcome news was published in 
Police Orders of May 23rd.  
 
The following June saw the withdrawal of the rattle as the 
officer’s means of summoning assistance. Their replacement 
by the familiar whistle - the design was to remain unchanged 
for a century - resulting in two major gains, handier size, and 
greater range.  
 
In spite of what the official records tell us, the rattles were 
certainly not out of service. Even by mid 1886, two years 
later, they were issuing the rattle to new officers. Cutlasses 
were withdrawn from general issue the following year, in theory anyway. This move was 
also far from universal, for the next thirty years instances arose where Divisions asked 
the Commissioners Office for directions regarding the disposal of various batches re-
discovered long after they should have been scrapped. There seems little doubt that 
weapons including cutlasses and firearms were not immediately removed from the inven-
tory of men stationed in the outer stations.  
 
The nominal withdrawal of these weapons left the constable on the beat with the trun-
cheon as his sole official means of defence against attack, the whistle and oil lantern his 
means of calling for help. Records state that a new truncheon, a 15½ inch Lancewood 
model, came into general force issue, but we cannot be sure. Until 1886 the truncheon 
had been kept in a belt mounted leather truncheon case, but these were called in and 
replaced – over a period of time – by a separate trouser pocket fitted down the right 
thigh. This particular change will have been long drawn out, with its introduction being 
dependent upon the supply of trousers, and the liability of the individual to be due to re-
ceive a new issue. It would be inconsistent if the change was complete before the turn of 
the decade.  
 
Police Orders of June 26 and July 22 1886 listed Chingford Stable as a station of ‘N’ Divi-
sion. The Old Village Lock-up remained, possibly still in use for the temporary incarcera-
tion of prisoners.  

In 1883 the local po-
lice played cricket  
against the shop-
keepers and traders 
on the green beside 
the Bull & Crown 
Public House . 
No record of the re-
sult has been found. 
©Vestry House 
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When the ‘J’ Division was formed to the east of Chingford in 1886 the previous ties 
Waltham Abbey had with stations of the Woodford sub-Division were severed and it 
turned once again the Enfield Highway. For Chingford this was to be a short administra-
tive alteration. 

 
 
 
 
At long last the new police station was built on the site in 1887 for the sum of 
£1,869.8s.4d., and taken into use on March 5 the following year. (P.O. 3.3.1888).  An in-
crease in strength was authorised of two Divisional Inspectors and two sub-Inspectors for 
duty at the new station. The constables that had worked the area for some years on a dif-
ferent basis moved in, including two mounted officers. With the taking into use of the new 
station some alterations were made to the boundary lines of the surrounding station. Ar-
eas were taken from Walthamstow, Enfield Highway and Waltham Abbey. Chingford sta-
tion was paired with Walthamstow, leaving the influence of the latter pair of stations, but 
remaining under the jurisdiction of the Waltham Abbey Petty Sessions.  The area covered 
stretched from Mott Street, Sewardstone, in the North to Highams Park in the South. The 
building included living accommodation above the office and cells. 
 
The opening of the new station in 1888 led to some changes in the status of the many 
houses occupied the police and their families. One former building situated at ‘Rose Cot-
tage’ 16 Mott Street and usefully located midway between Chingford and Waltham Abbey 
had been considered a ‘police station’ by locals but that was given up in 1888 and in time 
became a local post office for High Beach.  

The new police station. The  officers on either side are mounted patrol 
and have their swords. The date stone carries the date it was inserted in 
the structure. ©Vestry House 
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The changing face of policing Epping Forest. 
When the area was taken over in 1840 the local constable lived 
in Fair Mead Lodge set between the Suntrap and Fairmead 
Road  before moving on. This image was taken many years 
later when photography was more prevalent—the building was 
dismantled before the 20th Century dawned.  
Forty years later Rose Cottage in Mott Street served as a local 
police presence until  Chingford opened in 1888. This image 
was taken one hundred years later and the rendering hides the 
Tudor style beams that once adorned the facade ©BEE 
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Police horses were withdrawn from Chingford prior to the Great War in response to a 
massive increase in mobility and police response ability brought about by the safety bicy-
cle and the telegraph by the turn of the century. This process was hastened by the wide-
spread adoption of the telephone shortly afterwards. 
 
A police telephone box was installed at Winchester Road, Highams Park in 1902. This 
being an isolated precursor to the police telephone boxes that followed some 30 years 
later. 
 
During the Great War of 1914-18 the 
Chingford Special Constabulary swelled 
the ranks at the station. The addition 
manpower mainly dealt with the first air 
raids on the British mainland – guarding 
military strongpoint’s including the Royal 
Naval Air Service Station Chingford at 
the bottom of Kings Head Hill. They also 
ran one of North London’s major air raid 
reporting centres situated on the roof of 
the Kings Oak Public House, High Beach 
in conjunction with surrounding Special 
Constabulary groups.  
 
All these duties were facilitated by the 
forming of a motor car section, using both 
their own cars and number borrowed for 
the duration from well to do local people. 
This was the largest ' such group and initially unique. To place the availability of this mo-
tor car section in its proper perspective, it should be noted that the availability of any form 
of motor transport to the regular police was still some years, about 15, away.  
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The privately published book Civilians of the King served to record all the activities of this 
well heeled Special Constabulary group which operated in association with similar offi-
cers at Waltham Abbey to supplement the activities of the regular police officers. In the 
main these Special Constables were well to do local people, including Magistrates, and 
shopkeepers who continued to undertake their normal work in addition to undertaking 
mainly evening police duties.   
 
The primary defence activity of the two Special Constabulary groups was serving as the 
air raid precautions service locally. They manned the raid observation post on the roof at 
The Kings Oak Hotel at High Beach and on church towers across the district and reported 
to the authorities in London on their sightings of enemy aircraft. 
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The book contained a wealth of 
period cartoons and photographs. 
Many of the cartoons will have 
lost their original edge but some 
are clear. The one to the right 
relates to Lt Leefe Robinson 
shooting down a German airship 
over Cuffley in September 1916. 
The airships defeat saw the arri-
val of the next scourge– the 
Gotha bomber—both well illus-
trated by the pen and ink of  the 
artist noted as ‘@’ ©WAPHC 
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Just some of the images from the book mainly taken in the vicinity of Rangers Road and showing [below] 
the Royal Forest Hotel.  Hundreds of people will have passed through the group in the war years—many 
eventually going to the front.  It may have been wartime but there is still a clear ability to set up a band to 
play stirring music to the population. ©WAPHC 
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In 1924 an additional strip of potential building land was purchased to the rear of the ex-
isting station for £160.  
 
Police Orders for May 6th. 1932 transferred Chingford back onto the Enfield Highway sub
-Division from May 9.  
 
The severing of ties with Walthamstow was to be short lived, the following year, in an-
other re-organisation, Chingford, Walthamstow and Waltham Abbey were all grouped to-
gether, transferred from ‘N' Division to ‘J’ Division from 6 a.m. on Tuesday August 1,1933 
(P.O. 27.7.1933). At that time ‘J’ Division was known as the Hackney Division.  
 
Although Chingford had use of the single police telephone box at Highams Park since 
early in the century, an extended, force wide, police telephone box system was brought 
into service from the mid 1930's. The erected, blue painted wooden or concrete, boxes 
were mainly sited at major junctions in Chingford, each being     connected to Walthams-
tow station by private lines. The boxes used by Chingford police in particular were:-  
 
 

Box 22 at the junction of Winchester Road and 
Larkshall  
 
Box 23 in Old Church Road by Hall Lane.  
 
Box 24 in Beresford Road near Rangers Road.  
 
Box 25 at the base of King' Head Hill near to the 
junction with Sewardstone Road. At the time this 
section of road was called Waltham Road North.  
 
Box 26 sited in Sewardstone Road by Mott Street, the 
northern boundary of the Chingford police area for a 
further 30 years. 

 
At the same period, and primarily to support the police response to calls from the public, 
the first, locally based, official motor transport arrived, to be initially based at Walthams-
tow, but covering the whole sub- division from Leyton to Nazeing.  

 
 
P.C. Thomas Harker 103516 
served at Chingford as 574N and 
then 574J. 
He was awarded the 1937 Corona-
tion Medal to mark the crowning of 
King George VI and Queen Eliza-
beth. 
 
In 1985 the medal was gifted to 
the Epping Forest District Museum 
by his son, a nurseryman in Sew-
ardstone, another Thomas Harker.  
©WAPHC 
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1933 
 
Probably the only official list 
of officers stationed at King’s 
Head Hill, Chingford to be 
published. 
 
This appeared over two 
pages of POLICE ORDERS 
dated 27th July 1933. 
 
Noteworthy is that each offi-
cer [bar Inspector Herbert 
Bishop] was required to 
change out the letter N in 
favour of the letter J on each 
of his tunics. It was a time 
consuming and fiddly busi-
ness.  
 
A degree of thought was put 
into the allocation of num-
bers to ensure that some did 
not need to change their 
number at all and others 
only had to change one or 
rearrange the old number to 
fit the new identity. 
 
The five or six figure number 
is the Warrant number and 
that remained the individuals 
identity throughout service.   
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Plans made in the 1930's to erect a new police station for Chingford reached the stage of 
a new site being identified in North Chingford and building plans completed, but the pro-
ject went no further than that. Plans for the building showed a cottage style building. 
 

With the outbreak of war in 1939 the joint court building in Highbridge Street, Waltham 
Abbey, where police court business had been held was closed up.  
 
The Waltham Abbey Petty Sessions was displaced to take up residence in the 1914 built 
Recreation Room at the rear of the Sun Street police station. Conditions in this outsized 
tin shack were, needless to say, far from ideal. Magistrates, Court officials, police, press, 
witnesses and onlookers were accommodated in a hotch potch of confusion as they vied 
for space with the immovable full size snooker table.  
 
When civilian witnesses had to leave the Court whilst other gave their evidence, they 
were required to stand outside in the cold and windswept police station yard regardless of 
the weather. The winter of 1939-40 was one of the worst on record.  
This state of affairs continued for some time until the Home Office eventually gave per-
mission for the Highbridge Street building to be used again for weekly sittings. Even this 
concession had its drawbacks. It was stipulated that the large, bare and damp building 
was not to be kept heated because of national fuel shortages. The Court was often freez-
ing cold, a cold not easily overcome within the space of the court's day by the three or 
four small gas fires eventually installed. It was a far cry from the relative warmth the 
Bench had enjoyed in the police station shack, but better overall for everyone. The condi-
tions put everyone on the same level, everyone attending and working in the court being 
forced by conditions to wear as much outdoor clothing as those out in the street.  

Two opposing views on the same late 1930s road accident in Chingford Road. The incident 
took place near the junction with Westward Road. ©WAPHC 

The bus terminus at Old Church 
Road and Hall Lane where it meets 
the Chingford Road. 
 
Notable in the images besides the 
trolley buses are the air raid pre-
cautions structures including shel-
ters and the police box and an air 
raid siren on a pole.  The latter 
was controlled by police and out-
lived the police box it was attached 
to. The box was removed in the 
1970s and the siren in the 1990s 
after the end of the Cold War.   
©WAPHC 
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Although no police officers stationed at Chingford police station came to any harm during 
the Second World War, an officer from Walthamstow, having taken time off from duty ar-
rived home only to be cut down by shrapnel as he stood on his doorstep in Tufton Road, 
fumbling 'for the front door lock. The station itself was saved from major damage in spite 
of a number of near misses and an incident where a V2 rocket landed in Pole Hill, only 
100 yards from the station.  
 
When, at 5pm on Wednesday March 7th 1945, a Nazi V2 rocket weapon fell close to the 
Petty Sessions building the court was just finishing its daily business. Although it was 
wrecked, no-one was hurt.  
 
Chingford had long wished to have the kudos of its own Petty Sessions, but were held 
back by the lack of a suitable site, the demise of the Waltham Abbey building provided 
the spur. The existing court was transferred to the Council Chamber in Waltham Abbey, 
an enforced move that allowed Chingford to match the type of building for the first time.  
 
On Tuesday August 14th 1945, Chingford Petty Sessions sat for the first time in the Town 
Hall, The Ridgeway, Chingford. After all the years that the witnesses, defendant and offi-
cials had travelled north to Waltham Abbey to have their cases heard (often in the face of 
a lack of Waltham cases) it was perhaps fitting that, for once, the position was reversed 
on this occasion. All of the cases came from Waltham Abbey!  
 
From 1945 onwards, on alternate weeks for the next 20 years, the work-load of the Petty 
Sessions (soon to be re-titled as Magistrates Courts) was shared between the two Coun-

A 1938 plan of the police station produced after recent works. The living accommodation for officers and 
their families was removed and the gardens removed. The third cell was converted into office space and a 
shuffle of the space was underway.  ©WAPHC 
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cil Chambers under the continued Clerkship of Mr. W. Edmonson of Jessop & Gough. 
The venues underwent a fair amount of fortnightly furniture removal but few complained 
in the face of the kudos gained.  
 
The Magistrates were served by the two sites for many years, Chingford eventually build-
ing its own small, purpose built, Court House alongside their Town Hall in the Ridgeway.   
This building lasted into the late 1970's before becoming a dispersed site for the Snares-
brook Crown Court for a short period. It was demolished in favour of housing.  
 
On December 6th 1958 P.C.148J George Dorsett GM was rest-
ing at his home in Hampton Road, Chingford when his wife 
woke him and told him that the girl next door was being threat-
ened by a boyfriend who was suitably equipped with a shotgun! 
As George got up there was a loud explosion as a round from 
the gun pushed in next doors window. George went out to the 
man, later confirmed as a mental case, and disarmed him. The 
police officers extreme luck was confirmed when, after claims by the gunman were 
heeded the gun was found to have been fired at George, but although indented by the 
firing pin, the cartridge had fortunately not gone off! This incident earned George a bar to 
his GM at that time only one of twenty five ever issued. The first award having been pre-
sented as a result of another armed incident at Hackney in February 1953 where shots 
were again fired and a fellow officer was slightly wounded.  
 
A follow up to this story of George Dorsett's unique 
(to the Metropolitan Police) George Medal and bar is 
that long after his retirement George chose to sell all 
his medals in order to finance an operation for his 
wife in November 1988. The collection included the 
GM and Bar with allied correspondence, a 1939-45 
Star, Africa Star, Italy Star, Defence and War Medals 
along with some photographs, certificates and other 
papers. The sale at Christie’s brought the amount he 
needed for the operation and, as hoped, the medal 
went to the M.P. Museum collection.  
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A further increase in mobility took place with the introduction of the Velocette light motor 
bike in 1960, which took the patrolling constables off their feet and bicycles to a limited 
extent.  
 
A further re-organisation took place on 1st April 1965 (P.O. 6.8.1964) with a change in 
boundaries to those of the London Borough of Waltham Forest which saw the ceding of 
Sewardstone and Sewardstonebury back to the operational control of the police in 
Waltham Abbey.  
 
By the early 1970s the old building at Chingford was tired and dated. The building was 
itself worn out but in addition the layout was less than ideal for handling the motor trans-
port that the building was now operating. It had worked reasonably well with horses and 
then with hand carts and even bicycles but shuffling a handful of cars and a van around a 
yard that was a series of turns was at best difficult. 
 
The transport at the time was a Austin/Morris J4 van, a less than wonderful light van that 
did not include either speed, agility or comfort among its attributes, Morris Minor 1000 pa-
trol cars acting as Panda Cars that similarly drove poorly and the Velocette LE200 light 
motor cycle. The Morris Minor was something of a disaster as far as police cars were 
concerned. Panda cars by their nature were not designed to pursue or attend events at 
speed but even then they managed to embarrass their drivers regularly. This lack of abil-
ity was typified by one example that was being driven at just 30 miles and hour in The 
Ridgeway on its way to routine servicing by a civilian driver when it promptly ‘fell over’ on 
the corner. The basic leaf spring suspension simply was not up to going round corners 
and it literally skipped around in a none-too-confident manner. The replacement type was 
little better. The Austin 1100 was a ‘modern’ front wheel drive type with a good turn of 
speed but on two occasions it was found to have suspect suspension geometry of a dif-
ferent kind. Driving to the top of Chingford Mount it briskly it literally lost all grip with the 
road and deposited itself and three police officers on top of a car coming up the hill from 
the other side. How no one was killed remains a matter of good luck. Later a similar acci-
dent occurred with the same type and location and alarm bells were ringing that this was 
a serious issue.  

The station yard in the 1960s. Wolseley 6/110 with two 
Velocetter LE200 ‘Noddy’ bikes.  ©WAPHC 
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Above: The front office facing the main road with PC Derek Denyer seated, Inspector Tom Freeburn behind 
him and Sergeant Murphy facing. The room immediately above was the canteen. Other images are of the 
yard and cell spaces.  ©WAPHC 
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The old police station in the latter years of its existence. As plans 
to demolish drew closer the neighbouring tyre company moved 
out and left the police owned yard filled with rubbish and an old 
car.  
The police car [right] is an Austin 1100 and the officer in its door 
is PC Norman Spencer. The other cars are private cars of on duty 
officers.   
Beyond the tree across the road from the police station is the 
location of the former Lock up, now replaced by a war memorial. 
©CHS/WAPHC 

[Left] the floor plan for 
the c1974 temporary 
building that replaced 
the old station  ©WAPHC 
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Chingford and Waltham Abbey shared an Area Patrol 
Car that was manned by two uniformed officers and one 
in plain clothes. From the 1930s these had been variants 
of the Wolseley, then the Jaguar S Type [right] followed 
by the  Rover 3500 from the 1970s.    
 
In the period the most prevalent crimes were ‘smash and 
grab’ where cars and vans would drive into lock-up shops 
and break down the frontages to take rick pickings from 
the contents. The most popular targets were the televi-
sion hire shops—now almost unheard of but in those 
days most people hired their televisions. The main 
means by which this illegal activity was thwarted was by 
regular foot patrols along the parades of shops where the 
targets were situated. Those were still the days where front door handles and padlocks 
were gripped and rattled by the officer on duty and the man on the beat operated alone 
and lurked in the shadows accompanied only by his yet to be perfected two way pocket 
radio, a whistle and a wooden truncheon.  
 
The C.I.D. office was half of a prefabricated single storey addition to the building, the 
other half being a combined snooker and locker room. One night a disgruntled young girl 
decided that she had suffered enough from  the attentions of the local police and stole 
into the CID office to seek her revenge. The fact that it was a separate building meant 
that the growing fire and smoke did not quickly drift through into the main building. It 
might have  burned but for an officer crossing the yard noting the smoke. It was caught in 
time and the fire put out before too many papers were destroyed. The damage was a nui-
sance but the offices were back in use within days. The perpetrator was quickly round up 
and treated to what she had been after all along—a night in the warmth of the cells.  
 
 The room layout in the police station at Chingford was again altered in 1971-72, but with 
ever increasing rises in the population a new plan was evolved for policing the area. It 
was decided that the existing station should be demolished towards the end of February 
1975, and a new station erected upon the same site.  
 
Immediately before the old station, by then 87 years old, was demolished the local His-
torical Society took a series of photographs to record life in and around the building for 
posterity.  
 
In its place a single storey temporary building was erected in the area previously the sta-
tion yard. A tyre company to the rear and a house to the East side were demolished, ena-
bling the new building to be constructed. It was planned as the new sub-Divisional station 
to replace Walthamstow another 19th Century structure that had been continuously ex-
tended but was no longer a viable police station.  
 
The temporary structure was a simple single storey wooden building without cells and few  
spare spaces. All prisoners were transported to nearby stations to be processed but it re-
mained a 24 hour facility available to the public.  
 
Costain Construction was awarded the contract for the new station which was -worth 
£700,000. When the new building was completed, towards the end of 1976, the price had 
soared to £900,000, but this included the additional parcels of land. As soon as the main 
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building was fit for occupation the men moved out of the temporary building, and this in 
turn was demolished to make way for the completion of the yard and garages.  
 
The new sub-Divisional station became operational on 10th January 1977, and was offi-
cially opened on Friday 23rd September 1977 by Lord Harris of Greenwich, Minister of 
State at the Home Office. The following two days saw the building opened to the public, 
and in excess of 10,000 people from Chingford and the surrounding area visited the new 
facility.  
 
In 1986 the Metropolitan Police underwent another, Force wide, major re-organisation 
which, locally, abolished the previous ‘N', ‘Y’ and ‘J’ Divisions into 2 Area (North) Ching-
ford (JC) Division was formed at the same time, with Walthamstow and Waltham Abbey 
as its two sectional stations.  
 
Under two years later and shortly before Waltham Abbey was transferred to the Barking-
side (JB) Division, Chingford police station was thrust into the national public lime-light. In 
late January 1988 Stephen Dowthwaite, a 31 year old constable stationed at the King's 
Head Hill station went missing from his post as station officer in the early hours of night 
duty. More ominously, one of the station hand guns in his charge also went missing and it 
was said that certain senior officers might be the target of it. As a result these senior fig-
ures were absent from the building for a few days!  The officer was eventually traced to 
Beaconsfield, Buckinghamshire and the gun found to be merely hidden in the pipework 
ducting of a toilet in the station. The officer was retired on a generous ill health pension 
some months later.  




